[Syndrome of macrophagic activation with hemophagocytosis in human immunodeficiency virus infection].
The authors report two cases of hematophagic histiocytosis in HIV positive patients. In the first case, a patient with Kaposi sarcoma and Mycobacterium avium infection had a rapidly deteriorating course with progressive pancytopenia and death, as generally described in the literature. In the second case, hematophagic histiocytosis appeared during HIV primo infection and reversed spontaneously. Although few cases of hemophagocytic syndrome have been reported in HIV positive patient, it could represent an underestimated cause of pancytopenia. Both opportunistic microorganisms and HIV are able to cause hematophagic histiocytosis.